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Gabon ProƂle



Sounding the horn for poliঞcal stability, which has been more greatly achieved in Gabon than other Central African naঞons. 
However, an autocraঞc government has been the cost.
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GABON#10

OVERVIEW ANALYSIS COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Gabon’s economy is based on oil, and like other African countries blessed by this natural 

resource, the challenge is to ensure all the country’s people beneCt from oil revenue. Oil 
accounts for 50% of GDP, 70% of government revenues and nearly 90% of exports. However, 
Gabon has an autocraঞc leadership that, while o@ering stability to the country, undercuts 
naঞonal prosperity and equality with corrupঞon. The victor of a dubious 2016 elecঞon, 
current President Ali Bongo Ondimba is perpetuaঞng the rule of his father, El Hadj Omar 
Bongo Ondimba. Together, they have controlled Gabon since 1967. Overall, the Business 
and Economics quadrants have compensated for Gabon’s poliঞcal shortcomings, allowing the 
country to rise by two posiঞons from 12th in ACBR 2017 to 10th place in ACBR 2019. 

•	 Poliঞcal stability is among the Crmest 
in Central Africa

•	 Exploitaঞon of oil reserves has ensured 
a strong if single-commodity economy

•	 Support services for the energy sector 
are doing well

•	 Over-dependence on oil has made the 
country vulnerable

•	 An autocraঞc regime in power for Cve 
decades is hording governance control

•	 Gabon may lose the dispute with 
Equatorial Guinea over o@shore 
territory 
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Term: 
16/10/2009 - present
7 years (no term limit)

Poliঞcal Party: 
Parঞ Démocraঞque Gabonais

Recent Electoral Informaঞon: 
27/08/2016
177 722 Votes
49.8%
Voter turnout: 59.5%
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Ali Bongo Ondimba
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#40

BUSINESS OVERVIEW

BUSINESS SCORES & RANKINGS

BUSINESS STATISTICS

GABON BUSINESS ANALYSIS #7
SCORE

CONSUMPTION (#1)

LABOUR (#4)

MARKET FREEDOM (#26)

PRODUCTION (#17)

TECHNOLOGY (#8)

PRIME LENDING 
RATE

16%

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
GROWTH

2%

LABOUR FORCE IN 
MILLIONS

00.56 million

% POPULATION IN 
URBAN CENTRES

89.4%
(#1)

(#7)

(#47) (#30)(#38)

Regional Average Conঞnental Average 2017 Score

Mining and ঞmber were once Gabon’s 
major industries and are now important 
secondary industries. Like oil, the value 
of their producঞon is dependent on world 
commodity prices. Value-added industries 
are few. Agriculture, which is engaged in 
by a majority of the country’s populaঞon 
on the subsistence level, consঞtutes only 
5% of GDP. 

Investment is required to modernise the 
agricultural sector to boost producঞon 
for export and create value-added 
agribusinesses also aimed at export. With 
a small populaঞon of 1.8 million people, 
Gabon does not o@er a large domesঞc 
market for locally made goods. However, 
some means of job creaঞon is required 
to provide employment opportuniঞes for  

nearly two-thirds of the populaঞon who 
are under the age of 23. If not a�ended 
to, high youth unemployment will lead to 
social unrest.

Gabon scored well in the Technology 
segment, rising 10 ranks to 8th place, which 
brought their overall Business quadrant 
rank up to 7th place. Increases in segment 
scores were seen in Consumpঞon, Market 
Freedom and Producঞon. These segments 
show a business environment that is 
becoming more technologically advanced. 
However, more investment is needed in 
the domesঞc energy sector. Power outages 
conঞnue to plague businesses. Even 
though 97% of urban areas have access to 
electricity, versus a low 38% of rural areas, 
electricity supplies are not reliable.
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BUSINESS DATA COMMENTARY

NATIONAL 3G 
COVERAGE

92%

MOBILE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

149.64 per 100

ANNUAL AIR 
PASSENGERS

0.08 million

% ADULTS WITH A 
BANK ACCOUNT

58.6%

Gabon
data availability

60.44%

The lowest of all quadrants, the current score for business data 
availability in Gabon is 60.44%, thus ranking 40th conঞnentally. 
This falls slightly short of the regional average for Central Africa, 
currently at 62.64%, and far short of the conঞnental average of 
77.78%. As of present, Gabon’s business data architecture is quite 
underdeveloped, with many key records and indicators lacking 
electronic databases. Certain staঞsঞcs are rendered available by 
government, but these are typically fairly limited.

(#8)(#34) (#2)
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Closely following the previous quadrant, economic data availability 
in Gabon is rather limited, with a current score of 60.68% and a 
corresponding rank of 40th. This closely approximates the regional 
average of 62.29%, but it falls short of the conঞnental average of 
77.78%. Gabon’s General Directorate of Staঞsঞcs has managed to 
capture a limited set of macroeconomic indicators, but for more 

comprehensive coverage it is preferable to consult mulঞlateral 
insঞtuঞons such as the World Bank.

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

ECONOMIC SCORES & RANKINGS

ECONOMIC STATISTICS

GABON ECONOMIC ANALYSIS #13
SCORE

	 EMPLOYMENT (#6)

GROWTH (#12)

INCLUSION (#14)

STRENGTH & DIVERSITY (#25)

TRADE & INVESTMENT (#14)

INFLATION RATE

2.5%

TRADE BLOC
MEMBERSHIP

CEMAC, ECCAS

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

19.6%

GDP PER CAPITA

US$ 19,300
(#4) (#49) N/A (#17)

Regional Average Conঞnental Average 2017 Score

As o@shore oil reserves are discovered, 
Gabon and neighbouring Equatorial 
Guinea have reignited territorial disputes, 
parঞcularly a decades-old dispute over 
ownership of a trio of islands in the Gulf 
of Guinea. The two countries agreed to 
United Naঞons (UN)-mediaঞon. Thanks to 
oil, Gabon has a per capita GDP that dwarfs 
that found elsewhere in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. However, as evidenced by the 34% 
of Gabonese living in poverty, economic 
inequity is considerable. The top 10% of 
Gabon’s income earners control a third of 

the country’s wealth. The bo�om 10% of 
Gabonese control 2.5% of naঞonal wealth. 
For the sake of a sustainable economy, 

economic diversiCcaঞon is required. Prior 
to the discovery of oil, manganese was 
Gabon’s main mineral export, and ore sঞll 

dominates the mining sector. Because 
revenue from raw minerals is determined 
by world commodity prices, investment 
in value-added industries for export is 
necessary for long-term economic health. 
Thanks to petroleum exports, Gabon has 
established solid trade ঞes all over the 
world. China purchases 15.5% of Gabon’s 
exports, Italy purchases 7.3%, Trinidad and 
Tobago 7.2%, Australia 7%, Spain 6.2%, 
South Korea 5.4%, and the Netherlands 
5%, all of which can become markets for 
other Gabonese exports. 

Although Gabon dropped two country 
posiঞons in the Economics quadrant, from 
11 in 2017, its posiঞon of 13th based on 

a score of 50.15 is good relaঞve to other 
West African countries.

ECONOMIC DATA COMMENTARY

BUDGET SURPLUS (+) 
OR DEFICIT (-)

-6%

FDI NET INFLOWS

US$ 703 million

CURRENCY AND 
GOLD RESERVES

US$ 0.83 billion

GDP AT PPP

US$ 36.7 billion

REGIONAL 
AVERAGE

62.29%

AFRICAN 
AVERAGE

77.78%

CONTINENTAL 
RANK

#40

Gabon
data availability

60.68%

(#23) (#24) (#37)(#16)
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POLITICAL OVERVIEW

POLITICAL SCORES & RANKINGS

POLITICAL STATISTICS

GABON POLITICAL ANALYSIS #31
SCORE

	 DEMOCRACY (#32)

FREEDOM (#35)

GOVERNANCE (#25)

JUSTICE (#35)

STABILITY (#25)

NUMBER OF RIGHTS

40

REFUGEE INFLOW

N/A

MILITARY EXP AS
% OF GDP

2.1%

NUMBER OF 
POLITICAL PARTIES

9
(#30) (#10) (#42)

Regional Average Conঞnental Average 2017 Score

While Gabon’s principal governance asset 
is stability, this has come at the price 

of subjecঞng the country’s ciঞzens to a 
corrupt and autocraঞc regime. In power 
from 1967 unঞl his death in 2009, El 
Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba was one of 
the world’s longest-ruling heads of state. 
Upon his death, power was yielded to his 
son. A disputed 2016 presidenঞal elecঞon 
was resolved in Ali Bongo’s favour by a 
consঞtuঞonal court, widely believed to be 
under his control and which extended his 
rule unঞl at least 2023.

Widespread corrupঞon has been recorded 
by observers of Gabon. Prized government 
posiঞons are reserved for Ali Bongo’s 
Bateke ethnic group. The military and 
the elite presidenঞal Republic Guard are 

largely led by oLcers and generals of 
Bateke origin. Other ethnic groups have 
been agitaঞng for greater posiঞoning in 
governance. The president’s power allows 
him to dissolve the naঞonal assembly and 
call new elecঞons. Ali Bongo may also rule 
by presidenঞal degree, governing without 
a naঞonal assembly. 

Because of the inherent authoritarianism 

of Gabonese governance under Ali 
Bongo and no poliঞcal reform under 
consideraঞon, Gabon dropped seven ranks 
in the Poliঞcs quadrant, falling to 31st 

place. Among individual Poliঞcs segments, 
Gabon dropped a signiCcant 20 posiঞons 
in Freedom and nine in Governance.
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POLITICAL DATA COMMENTARY

CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT

Abolished

WOMEN IN 
PARLIAMENT

17.1%

NET OFFICIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

US$ 42 million

DATE OF 
INDEPENDENCE

17/08/1960

N/A

REGIONAL 
AVERAGE

70.75%

AFRICAN 
AVERAGE

82.86%

CONTINENTAL 
RANK

#38

Gabon
data availability

76.6%

The highest of all quadrants, Gabon currently scores 76.60% for 
poliঞcal data availability, thus ranking 38th conঞnentally. This 
compares quite favourably with the regional average of 70.75%, 
but it falls considerably short of the conঞnental average of 82.86%. 
Despite holding mulঞparty elecঞons, the Ondimba regime exercises 
pervasive dominants with signiCcant restricঞons on civil society, 
thus resulঞng in limited coverage.

(#52)N/A N/A(#31)
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SOCIETAL OVERVIEW

SOCIETAL SCORES & RANKINGS

SOCIETAL STATISTICS

GABON SOCIETAL ANALYSIS #9
SCORE

	 EDUCATION (#8)

EQUALITY (#18)

FOOD SECURITY (#6)

HEALTH (#14)

SUSTAINABILITY (#4)

SEXUALITY 
TOLERANCE

Legal

HIV PREVALENCE

3.6%

LIFE EXPECTANCY

52.1

POPULATION SIZE
AND GROWTH RATE

1,772,255 1.92% p.aat
(#46) (#33) (#50) (#16) N/A

Regional Average Conঞnental Average 2017 Score

Gabon’s small populaঞon a@ects their 
Society quadrant scores. While 34% of 
the populaঞon live in poverty, in absolute 
numbers for a country of 1.8 million 
people, this demographic is small relaঞve 
to other African countries. However, with 
the average Gabonese woman giving birth 
to 4.39 children, populaঞon growth will 
put pressure on the country’s resources. 

Gabon has been at peace since 

independence. Their one internaঞonal 
problem is human traLcking, and some 
men are subjects of forced labour on 
Gabonese ca�le farms. Expenditure on 
educaঞon is also quite low, at 2.7% of GDP. 
Access to clean drinking water is high, at 
97% of the urban populaঞon in a highly 
urbanised country. Given the country’s 

relaঞve aZuence, the very low access to 
improved sanitaঞon faciliঞes, which only 
43% of Gabonese have, is inexcusable.

In the Society quadrant, Gabon rose by 
one rank to 9th place, reYecঞng the be�er 
access to social services enjoyed by a 
populaঞon that is 90% urban. A drop of 
Cve placements in Health displays that 
government can a@ord to spend more than 
3.4% of GDP on the health sector. 

Gabon rose four country posiঞons in the 
segments of Equality and Sustainability, the 
former reYecঞng a growing middle class. 
Gabon has also improved in Educaঞon yet 
remained steady in Food Security.
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SOCIETAL DATA COMMENTARY

SOCIAL MEDIA 
PENETRATION

32%

PRIMARY EXPENDITURE
(% OF EDU. TOTAL)

29.24%

HEALTH EXPENDITURE 
(% OF GDP)

2.68%

ACCESS TO DRINKING 
WATER

93.2%
(#36)

REGIONAL 
AVERAGE

59.31%

AFRICAN 
AVERAGE

75.28%

CONTINENTAL 
RANK

#40

Gabon
data availability

63.27%

When it comes to societal data availability, Gabon once again 
exceeds the regional average of 59.31% whilst falling considerably 
short of the conঞnental average of 75.28%. At present, Gabon’s 
score for societal data availability stands at 63.27%, thus ranking 
40th conঞnentally. Despite its relaঞvely small populaঞon, 
comprehensive demographic indicators remain somewhat limited, 
with most available informaঞon deriving from the UN, which 
currently provides useful staঞsঞcs on Gabon’s progress.

(#7) (#51) (#9)
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